
Guidance on using the updated KS1 Emmanuel Project units 2026 

IMPORTANT UPDATE 

The ‘Pentecost’ KS1 Christianity unit has now been removed from the long-term plans.  

If you still have this in your long-term planning documents, please see the new versions on the website as 

reference point to update your own.  General Resources | The Emmanuel Project 

Navigating the new planning format 

 

The Key Questions 
Both the ‘big question’ and ‘key enquiry question’ are 
clearly displayed to help the teacher ground the unit in the 
learning sequence. The big questions in KS1 allow 
comparison between two units with associated themes, 
encouraging pupils to use their skills in a more complex 
way. 
 
Yellow Box 
This section give context for the learning in the suggested 
LTP format. It helps the teacher has a sense of what the 
pupils may already know, so that it can be referenced in the 
new teaching.  
 
Pink Box 
This highlights the key resources for the unit. Looking at 
this in advance will give the teacher time to order any 
books or gather and resources which may be in school 
already in advance of the individual lesson. 
 
Purple Box 
This box gives further information about the sessions and 
any planning which needs to be done in advance, 
particularly booking trips, visits and visitors. It highlights 
extra resources or helpers which need to be planned. 
 
Green Box 
This box summarises the vocabulary used in the unit, some 
of which are carried forward from previous learning, and 
some of which are new. 
 
Blue Box 
The key image from the unit which will be used as part of 
the learning journey.  
 
Light Yellow Box  
This links to the key summary phrase on the assessment 
document (available on website). 

https://emmanuelproject.org.uk/general-resources/


 

Teacher Subject Knowledge Infographics 
 
This resource allows teachers to have an easy-to digest 
source of the wider context of the learning. This 
information is beyond that directly taught in the unit, but 
aims to over time increase the teacher’s understanding of 
the religion in a wider way to aid their teaching practise. 
 
The Christianity units have two infographics. The first is an 
‘incarnation’ page and the second is tailored to the 
individual unit.  
 
This is because the concept on ‘incarnation’ underpins 
much of the other learning and is a theme which resonates 
throughout. 
 
 

 

‘Ways of Knowing’ Skills Grid 
 
This grid does not replace the assessment grid.  
You do not have to provide evidence for these exact 
descriptors. 
 
Its purpose is to emphasise the three ‘Ways of Knowing’ 
which underpin high quality RE. It shows the detailed 
structure of the planned content and its coverage of these 
elements. 
 
‘Theology’ is the study of sacred texts, sources of wisdom 
and other key sources of information.  
 
‘Human Social Sciences’ are the lived experiences of 
believers. 
 
‘Philosophy’ is the study of ways of thinking, reasoning and 
big ideas.  
 
‘Substantive Knowledge’ refers to facts and information. 
 
‘Disciplinary Knowledge’ are the skills to interpret and apply 
the content of RE learning. 
 
‘Personal Reflection’ outlines the way in which pupils can 
pay attention to their own developing worldview.  



 

The Enquiry Cycle  
 
This page visualises the structure of the enquiry cycle in 
which learning takes place. 
 
The ‘session grid’ at the bottom gives some support around 
how to cover all the content in a typical half term.  
 
The Engage and Enquire sessions can be delivered 
together, leaving time for Explore 1,2 and 3 to have a full 
session each. The Evaluate and Extend sessions can be 
delivered in the same way, ensuring adequate time is 
allowed for the Express element of the work. 
 

 

Plans 
 
Each of the enquiry cycle steps has a single A4 page. At the 
top is the suggested amount of time that might be spent 
teaching the step. 
 
The plans have been aimed at KS1. You are free to adapt 
and change the approaches to suit the needs in your class.  
 
The yellow sidebar has the key vocabulary to use in the 
session and any resources that need to be prepared in 
advance. Due to legal constraints, we cannot add direct 
links to online sources such as videos. We have instead put 
a descriptor of the video title which if directly pasted into 
an online video search engine, should take you to the 
correct resource. Please check these links in advance and 
watch through to ensure that you have the correct one.  
 
The plan refers to the accompanying slides where 
appropriate.  
 
Text spoken by the Emmanuel Road School characters and 
other voices are highlighted in grey.  



 

Appendix 
 
The appendices provide materials to support the learning 
but are not essential. Teachers have scope to interpret 
sessions in their own way and create their own resources.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Slides 

 

This slide shows the unit in our recommended 
long-term plan. This may look different in your 
setting. 

 

This slide shows where your pupils may have 
encountered the religion/worldview already. 
  

 

This slide shows how two enquiry units are 
paired together under one big question.  
For example, here, the worship unit comes 
after the Tefillah unit which means that 
comparisons can be drawn and developed.  

 

This slide, and others at the end of the slide 
deck, refer to the additional documents which 
accompany this unit.  

 

The vocabulary builder slide brings together all 
the subject-specific words that this unit is 
aiming to help the pupils know, understand 
and use appropriately. 
  



 

This resource slide links you to other helpful 
support documents elsewhere on the CofE 
Suffolk website.  

 

The ‘High 5’ tool aims to systematically build 
core substantive knowledge over time and is 
used throughout all the units.  

 

This slide reminds teachers that this resource 
draws upon the ‘Emmanuel Road School’ 
children as both experts and co-learners along 
the journey. As they use the Emmanuel 
Project over time, these imagined case studies 
will grow. 

 

Throughout the slides, the Emmanuel Road 
children encourage pupils to ask enquiry 
questions. The children sometimes interact, 
share and compare ideas which helps pupils 
make deeper and more sophisticated 
connections and comparisons.  

 

Due to legal restrictions, we cannot add direct 
links to websites. These slides have the exact 
wording to paste into online video search 
engines which should bring up the correct clip. 
Please watch and check all clips beforehand 
and take notice of instructions to start or stop 
videos at certain time marks to prevent 
confusion.  

 

 



Knowledge Check Quiz 

 

Knowledge Check Quick Questions 
 
These short ‘Knowledge Check Quiz’ sheets can 
be used as a discussion tool in a verbal 
assessment or can be written on by individual 
pupils. They are an easy way to check pupil's 
substantive knowledge. They do not assess for RE 
disciplinary skills or the development of their 
personal worldview.  
 
Answers are provided for the quiz to support the 
teacher. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment  



 

Assessment Grids 
 
This grid remains the same as the original units. 
They provide descriptors for pupils working 
towards the expected level, working at the 
expected level and working at a greater depth.  
 
Others may use assessment programmes such as 
INSIGHT which now have the Emmanuel Project 
assessment descriptors uploaded.  

 
 

Solo Taxonomy Hexagons 
 
These hexagons can be used in many ways with 
KS1 pupils. Some teachers might print them out 
on a large scale and make them ‘floor tiles’. These 
can be laid out on the floor and pupils stand on 
them and say something about that image or 
word. They then step to another tile and say why 
they are linked.  
 
They can be printed at A4 size, with pupils 
choosing two and explaining how they connect, 
developing this to three hexagons if they are able.  
 
Adults could capture the verbal reflections by 
scribing into a book or scrapbook if those are 
being used, or the discussions could be captured 
on video or sound clips.  

 


